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[ 00: 02: 30] >>Thelong searchis open to anybody.

[00: 02: 32] Youdon't haveto go to Benares, Indiato start it but we did.
[ 00: 02: 37] It doesn't have atieto beginning, middle, and end.

[ 00: 02: 41] You'reon it the moment you start wondering

[ 00: 02: 43] whereyou were before you were born, where you'll go

[ 00: 02: 46] when you die and what you're on earth for in the meantime.
[ 00: 02: 51] If you knew the answers, you wouldn't ask the questions.

[ 00: 02: 54] But other peoples answers should be worth

[ 00: 02: 56] collecting and so should have peoples questions.

[ 00: 02: 58] That'swhat we're going to try to do.

[ 00: 03: 20] >> You're probably wondering who | am and what gives me the right
[00: 03: 23] tolaunch one of these big film series.

[ 00: 03: 26] Afteral, when they've happened before,

[ 00: 03: 28] there's been unknown authority doing what I'm doing and | agree
[ 00: 03: 31] withyou that you don't immediately look

[ 00: 03: 33] toaLlondon-based, Yorkshire born, displaced theater director
[ 00: 03: 37] toguide you through other people's religious beliefs

[00: 03: 41] but that'sto expect the wrong thing.

[ 00: 03: 44] I'm not here as any sort of authority.

[00: 03: 46] I'mmoreof abridge.

[ 00: 03: 48] Authority thistime hasto rest in the people we come across
[ 00: 03: 52] andtalk to and visit because it's their way

[ 00: 03: 55] of lifewe'relooking at.

[00: 04: 02] >>It'sonething to sit at home and discuss Hinduism

[ 00: 04: 05] but quite another to go out to Indiaand try and find it.

[ 00: 04: 08] For astart, who do you trust?

[00: 04: 11] scholarly peopletalk history,

[ 00: 04: 14] devout people push their own brand of devotion,

[00: 04: 17] busy people have no timeto talk to you,

[ 00: 04: 19] simple people don't have the words for it,

[ 00: 04: 21] and the holiest people keep their mouth shut.

[ 00: 04: 25] InBenares, | came across Mr. N.K. Sharma,

[ 00: 04: 28] atourist guide who turned out to be a pundit.

[ 00: 04: 31] Hewasmy first guru.

[ 00: 04: 33] >> --tobemore confused but we have started

[ 00: 04: 35] with many aready, right?

[ 00: 04: 37] The next movefor usisreadly to try and concentrate mainly--
[ 00: 04: 40] concentrate on one thing.

[ 00: 04: 42] >>That'sright.

[ 00: 04: 43] >>That'sright.

[ 00: 04: 44] >> Because otherwise, we go mad.

[ 00: 04: 45] Youknow, even the-- if you find it very .

[ 00: 04: 58] >> My first brush with a Hindu god was

[ 00: 05: 00] inthisstreet on hisfeast day.

[ 00: 05: 02] Hehad the head of an elephant, sat cross-legged,

[ 00: 05: 06] wasmade of painted clay and came in different sizes.

[ 00: 05: 10] Thiswas Ganesha, the remover of obstacles.

[ 00: 05: 14] Weweregoing to need Ganesha.

[ 00: 05: 19] Areyou adevotee of Ganeshayourself, Mr. Sharma?

[00: 05: 22] >> Particularly not.

[ 00: 05: 24] I'm devotee of Kali.

[ 00: 05: 26] What does that mean?

[ 00: 05: 28] >>Kaliislifeof Shivain her terrific aspect,

[ 00: 05: 33] not tolerating any wrong.

[00: 05: 35] >>Um-hmm.

[ 00: 05: 36] Sheis- when you see pictures of Kali, she looks--

[ 00: 05: 38] she'sgot abloody tongue and is carrying heads.

[ 00: 05: 41] >>Right, right.

[ 00: 05: 42] Yes. She appears very terrific.
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[ 00: 05: 44] >> And many peopletell that she is not a good goddess
[ 00: 05: 48] but actually sheisterrific to finish bad.
[00: 05: 52] >>Yup. She'saviolent goddess.

[ 00: 05: 54] >> Yes, violent goddess.

[ 00: 05: 55] >> But sheisviolent to finish the--

[ 00: 05: 57] whatisbad, what iswrong, what isworse.

[ 00: 05: 59] >>Butif | saidtoyouwhat is god?

[00: 06: 01] You'renot going to tell methat it is anyone

[ 00: 06: 03] of these people are you?

[ 00: 06: 05] >> All these gods, these sub gods.

[ 00: 06: 08] You'renot gonnasay itis Ganeshaor itisKali.

[00: 06: 11] |If | saidto you what is god?

[ 00: 06: 14] How would you put it?

[ 00: 06: 15] >>I've been-- there are different stages of belief,

[ 00: 06: 18] and the highest stage we call Brahma and that

[ 00: 06: 22] inEnglishyou can cal it Supreme, Supreme.

[ 00: 06: 25] >> One supreme god, yeah.

[ 00: 06: 27] Asisapotter'syard and you can find little shattered images
[ 00: 06: 31] of clay godsall over.

[ 00: 06: 33] Thisisnot aput up job but our feet as we sat down was a part
[ 00: 06: 37] of ahead of Lakshmi, wife of Vishnu.

[00: 06: 41] Areyou telling me that an image,

[ 00: 06: 43] aclay image, realy contains god?

[ 00: 06: 46] >>No. Thereisnot god actualy init but it isasymbol of god.
[ 00: 06: 54] These statues are just like a pointer.

[ 00: 06: 58] Suppose | want to point you something like this,

[00: 07: 00] how long I should keep my finger like this?

[ 00: 07: 03] Aslong asyou have not seen the object,

[ 00: 07: 05] but as soon as you have seen the object, | remove my finger.
[00: 07: 08] >> But aren't there some people when you point,

[00: 07: 10] you point because you want to see something--

[00: 07: 12] >> Andthey never, they never understand what you're pointing
[00: 07: 15] at sothewhole of their livesthey're actually looking

[00: 07: 18] atyour finger.

[00: 07: 19] >> That's correct and farther God isnot in a hurry.

[ 00: 07: 23] >>Godisnotinahurry.

[00: 07: 26] Imagesarejust

[00: 07: 27] like kindergarten teachers they give you a star

[00: 07: 30] and not require an advance stage.

[00: 07: 34] >>Educational toys?

[ 00: 07: 35] >> Educational toys, yes.

[00: 07: 36] >> Arethererulesof conduct in Hindu scriptures?

[00: 07: 42] >>Thefirst thing | should tell

[00: 07: 44] that Hindu isnot astrict rigid religion.

[00: 07: 48] Itisaphilosophy of life.

[00: 07: 50] Itisaway of life.

[00: 07: 52] Everybody isfreeto behave as his mind,

[00: 07: 56] hisconscience deemsfit and it is good

[ 00: 08: 00] aslongitisnot harming anybody, it is always good

[ 00: 08: 04] and nobody hasto say anything.

[ 00: 08: 05] >> Doyou mean that we're all Hindus realy,

[ 00: 08: 08] doing various ways?

[ 00: 08: 09] >>1 think at the highest state, thereis nobody beyond Hinduism.
[ 00: 08: 15] Everybody isaHindu.

[ 00: 08: 16] >>Itwasodd to hear Mr. Sharma use the word Hinduism and insist
[ 00: 08: 23] at the sametime that Indian religion is no one thing

[ 00: 08: 26] with one founder, one bible, and one organization.

[ 00: 08: 30] Perhaps he was trying to be kind to a westerner

[ 00: 08: 33] soheused atidy all embracing western label.

[ 00: 08: 37] Millions of people, one sacrad Ganges.
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[ 00: 08: 43] Millionsof gods, one god.

[ 00: 08: 46] | wasstarting to pick up clues.

[ 00: 08: 56] >>Thisishow it looked in the middle of the day.

[ 00: 08: 58] Atdawn, there'd been less soap and more praying

[ 00: 09: 02] but the early morning worshippers also did

[ 00: 09: 04] their laundry.

[ 00: 09: 05] Andinamong the midday laundry there was no end to the prayer.
[00: 09: 11] Wheredo you draw the line?

[00: 09: 12] Isthereevenalineto draw?

[ 00: 09: 15] If thisreligionisaway of life, thereisn't.

[ 00: 09: 18] | gazedinto that river

[00: 09: 21] and remembered the irreverent explorer who said

[ 00: 09: 24] that the Gangesis considered pure

[ 00: 09: 26] because no microbe can stay diveinit,

[00: 09: 29] et just through report, devout Hindus told me

[ 00: 09: 33] that Ganges water kept in a bottle never goes bad.

[ 00: 09: 37] Piouslocalscook and wash

[ 00: 09: 39] innothing else, it'sagreat healer.

[00: 09: 43] The Gangesin other wordsis a goddess.

[ 00: 09: 46] She purifies everything

[ 00: 09: 48] and everyone she touchesinstantly and utterly.

[ 00: 09: 51] Poor people save all their lives for just one chance

[ 00: 09: 55] toimmersethemselvesin her.

[00: 09: 57] Withyour own eyes, you can see the garbage

[00: 10: 00] andyou can seethefaith.

[00: 10: 01] Botharereal.

[00: 10: 03] That'sthedilemma

[00: 10: 12] >> The steady coming and going of pilgrims

[ 00: 10: 14] inBenares never stops nor does the chanting that's amplified
[00: 10: 19] day and night up and down theriver.

[00: 10: 20] But every few years, there's a planned concentration of bathers
[00: 10: 26] at onetimeandin one or other

[00: 10: 28] of the holy places aong theriver.

[00: 10: 31] Thisisin Allahabad where the Ganges joins the Y amuna.
[ 00: 10: 36] Thismeeting lasted about a month in all and tents sprung
[00: 10: 39] uponthe mud flatsto host the rallies and the prayer meetings
[00: 10: 43] andthe mobile sick base and the offices

[ 00: 10: 46] for lost property and lost people.

[00: 10: 55] >>Onan ordinary day herein Haridwar,

[00: 10: 57] thereisa10-minute walk from the town center to theriver.
[00: 11: 01] When these pictures were taken,

[00: 11: 03] therewere 7 million bathers and it took 5 hours.

[00: 11: 27] >> Alright, how do you put in anutshell what's going
[00: 11: 30] through the minds of amillion assorted bathers

[00: 11: 34] or the mind of even one?

[00: 11: 47] >>You suddenly get an aeria picture of the whole

[00: 11: 50] of Indiacriss-crossed by streams of people making

[00: 11: 54] for holy rivers and holy rivers making to the sea.

[00: 12: 00] Wemadeaplan.

[00: 12: 02] Three-quarters of the population of Indialivein villages
[00: 12: 06] sothree-quarters of the trudging pilgrims who go

[ 00: 12: 09] in search of the great river set out from, return to,
[00:12: 12] andlive most of their livesin somewhere like this,

[00: 12: 16] Bhagwanpur in North Bihar.

[00: 12: 22] It'saremote village 30 miles from the border of Nepal
[00: 12: 26] and a5-hour jeep ride from the nearest small town.

[00: 12: 30] No electricity, no telephone, and their way

[00: 12: 33] of lifethat's been going on pretty much the same

[00: 12: 35] for hundreds of years.

[00: 12: 38] Shivesh Takuawas born here.
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[00: 12: 40] It wasthrough him that the village opened itself up to us.
[ 00: 12: 55] >>Waiting for his son to graduated college.

[00: 12: 59] >> But hestill will get married, yes?

[00: 13: 03] Thisistheold world.

[00: 13: 06] >>Yes.

[00: 13: 07] >>The Takuahouseholdisaseries

[00: 13: 10] of roomsrounded in closed courtyard.

[00: 13: 13] Hismother, brother, sister-in-law, 2 nephews,

[00: 13: 17] and 3 nieceslivein 1 family house.

[ 00: 13: 20] Shivesh himself isayounger son.

[00: 13: 23] When hewas 7, hisfather died of snake bite.

[00: 13: 27] Hiselder brother sent him to university.

[00: 13: 30] Now, Shiveshis professor and Head of the Department

[ 00: 13: 33] of Philosophy in the University of Sari, England.

[00: 13: 37] Acrosstheroad lives his aunt.

[00: 13: 40] Nearby live 4 uncles.

[00: 13: 42] >>Wsll, I'vegot as many uncles asyou like,

[ 00: 13: 44] thewholevillageisaseriesof unclesin acertain way because,
[00: 13: 47] you know, they all mean thingsto me and I mean things to them.
[00: 13: 52] Most of them that really aren't your uncles but that's the sort
[ 00: 13: 56] of relationship and this means simply another way

[ 00: 13: 58] of saying the whole village is one community.

[00: 14: 02] >>What'sthe population of Bhagwanpur?

[00: 14: 06] >>1 would think around 5 and 6000.

[00: 14: 10] >>What do most of the villagers do for aliving?

[00: 14: 13] >> It'safarming community almost entirely.

[00: 14: 16] >> Do you think they have ahard life?

[00: 14: 21] >>If you-- by hard times you mean are people able to spend
[ 00: 14: 25] asmuch onfood and luxury items that they do out here

[ 00: 14: 29] inthewestern, of course they have avery hard time.

[ 00: 14: 32] They don't have anything like that.

[ 00: 14: 34] Butif youliveinavillage,

[ 00: 14: 36] it'saself-sufficient community.

[ 00: 14: 38] It grows everything that it needs of virtually everything.
[00: 14: 42] | mean you can't-- can't grow kerosene,

[ 00: 14: 44] andit needsalittle bit of kerosene to light alamp,

[00: 14: 47] forinstance alantern or the like but otherwise,

[ 00: 14: 50] thevillage can carry on living

[00: 14: 52] atits present standard of living.

[ 00: 14: 54] It doesn't matter what happens to the rest of the world.

[ 00: 15: 04] >> During parts of the year, of course,

[ 00: 15: 05] thereisno question of getting about.

[ 00: 15: 06] Not many people do or want to.

[ 00: 15: 08] Therest of thetime, its people either walk from one place
[00: 15: 12] to another or take abullock cart or ahorse cart and now
[00: 15: 17] of course, thisisthe technological breakthrough,

[ 00: 15: 19] therearelots of bicyclesthere.

[ 00: 15: 30] >>There'sateashop aso in thisregard.

[00: 15: 33] >>When| wasgrowing up in thisvillage, there was no tea shop.
[ 00: 15: 36] Infact, there weren't many people who drank tea.

[00: 15: 39] >>What do they drink?

[00: 15: 40] >> Pardon.

[00: 15: 41] >>What do they drink?

[ 00: 15: 42] >> They drank water.

[ 00: 15: 44] >> That'sthething to drink only?

[ 00: 15: 56] >> There are 4 schoolsin Bhagwanpur and once a year
[00: 16: 00] like most schools and collegesin India,

[ 00: 16: 03] they celebrate the festival of Saraswati,

[ 00: 16: 06] goddess of art and learning.

[ 00: 16: 08] Attheboys school, the image of the goddess sat on top
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[00: 16: 12] of agrassy bank that represented the Himalayas

[ 00: 16: 15] with cotton wool of the mountain snow.

[ 00: 16: 24] >> By tradition, Saraswati rides on awhite swam

[00: 16: 27] andin her 4 arms, she carriesamusical instrument, a pen,
[00: 16: 32] abook, and acrystal.

[ 00: 16: 43] >> Shortly after 8 in the morning on the first day,

[00: 16: 46] the Sanskrit master, the equivalent

[ 00: 16: 48] inthewest might be the Latin master and one

[00: 16: 50] of hispupils came to make the first offerings.

[00: 16: 53] Swests, fruit, flowers, water to wash in, a change of clothes,
[ 00: 16: 58] colored cosmetic paste to mark the face

[00: 17: 01] asif the goddesswere areal awoman and real guest.

[00: 17: 30] >> By theway, the food wasn't thrown away.

[00: 17: 32] After thegoddess, it was offered

[00: 17: 34] tothesecond best guests.

[00: 17: 35] That'susand then to the boys.

[00:17: 48] >> Thecenter of thisritual, | was surprised

[00: 17: 50] tofindout, isn't the master.

[00: 17: 53] Heisthe onewho addresses the goddess in Sanskrit

[00: 17: 56] andthe master istherejust to prompt him.

[00: 18: 03] >>Thisprocessisliteraly trying to breathe life

[ 00: 18: 08] into the goddess by acertain ritual observation

[00: 18: 12] so by citing certain sorts of verses and doing correct things
[00: 18: 16] asprescribed in the tradition.

[00: 18: 19] Theboy on behalf of the school is inviting the goddess to come
[ 00: 18: 24] and take her seat into thisimage.

[ 00: 18: 28] And from that point on, for this prescribed time,

[ 00: 18: 34] sheactually becomes the seat of their goddess.

[ 00: 18: 42] >>What did the Saraswati festival mean to you as a boy?

[ 00: 18: 45] >> It meant agreat deal of fun, | had alot of excitement
[00: 18: 48] andof coursealso | think expectation

[ 00: 18: 53] of great things happening by way of reward because as you know,
[ 00: 18: 58] Saraswati isthe goddess of learning.

[00: 19: 01] Andlikethechild | was, | believed that if | took a couple

[ 00: 19: 05] of my booksand put it in front of the image then somehow
[00: 19: 08] after thefestival, after the Puja,

[00: 19: 11] oncel brought these books back home, | will just have to |eaf
[00: 19: 15] through the booksand I'll get the contents of the whole thing
[00: 19: 18] inmy mind straight away.

[00: 19: 19] >> It works, too doesn'tit?

[00: 19: 21] >>1 suppose.

[00: 19: 23] I don't know about, you know, that is what works

[00: 19: 26] but something seems to have worked.

[00: 19: 40] >>We'renot now talking about idolatry are we?

[00: 19: 42] Weretalking about looking through the piece of simple clay
[ 00: 19: 45] toamore abstract ungraspable thing.

[00: 19: 48] You arelooking considerably beyond the piece of clay.
[00: 19: 53] The pieceof clay isasymbol and you invoke the symbol
[00: 19: 59] in order to address and communicate with something

[ 00: 20: 03] that that symbol represents which is divinity.

[00: 20: 07] >>1 can understand that you with your mind

[ 00: 20: 09] and training could have that thought.

[ 00: 20: 11] | wonder how generally shared by very simple devout people
[ 00: 20: 15] or do they really superstitiously think

[ 00: 20: 18] that that goddess, that piece

[ 00: 20: 20] of clay is something more than clay?

[00: 20: 22] >>Yes. Asl can see why you ask this question because it sounds
[ 00: 20: 27] like avery sophisticated point to grasp,

[ 00: 20: 29] | think I'll be very surprised if you ran into many people

[ 00: 20: 33] who believed that literally that clay was the goddess
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[ 00: 20: 41] becausethey are perfectly aware for instance

[ 00: 20: 44] that anew clay imageis bought every year and installed

[ 00: 20: 48] inthisplace and then isthrown away.

[00: 20: 51] Soit'snot clay you're worshipping,

[ 00: 20: 53] it'swhat the clay represents.

[ 00: 20: 55] >> Soyou're brought up to be used to disposable gods?

[ 00: 20: 59] >> Disposable clay, disposable stone, disposable--

[00: 21: 03] whatever material you use.

[00: 21: 06] But what these bits of material represent that's not disposable,
[00: 21: 10] and that's not something you can grasp or see or feel or touch.
[00: 21: 23] >> How many gods do the Hindus have?

[00: 21: 26] >>That'savery tricky one.

[00: 21: 29] Sometimesyou get 330 million gods.

[ 00: 21: 34] Soif you like, that's the answer.

[00: 21: 36] >> Three hundred and thirty million?

[00: 21: 39] >>I'vebeen thinking about the 330 million gods of India.
[ 00: 21: 42] Who counted them?

[00: 21: 44] What aretheir names?

[00: 21: 46] Doesit mean that with 365 daysin ayear,

[00: 21: 50] thegods havetheir festivals at the rate

[00: 21: 52] of about amillion aday?

[00: 21: 55] Or arethe 330 million gods just 330 million different

[ 00: 22: 00] expressions, different facets of one universal god

[ 00: 22: 04] with the number 330 million thought up to astound the mind?
[00: 22: 10] Orwould it be right to include among the gods al living
[00: 22: 15] things, dl plants, al animals, al parents, all teachers,
[00: 22: 20] all guests, everything that lives because alot

[ 00: 22: 24] of the people we've talked to during this search do claim
[ 00: 22: 26] to seethe universal god reflected

[00: 22: 29] inadl living creatures.

[00: 22: 32] Now, if you start thinking about the gods in that way

[ 00: 22: 34] asincluding all living things,

[00: 22: 37] thenumber 330 million isawild underestimate

[00: 22: 41] of the number they must be.

[ 00: 22: 47] >>What are the best known of the traditional gods?
[00: 22: 51] >>1 supposed the most famous of course is the trinity

[ 00: 22: 54] of Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva.

[ 00: 22: 58] Brahmaisthe creator.

[00: 23: 01] Vishnuisthe preserver, one who maintains the universe
[ 00: 23: 06] initsequilibrium, and Shivawhosejob it is

[ 00: 23: 10] to destroy the world when the world begins

[00: 23: 13] to bethoroughly beyond repair.

[00: 23: 17] TheHinduideaof creation isnot of one final creation.
[00: 23: 24] It'sacycle

[ 00: 23: 25] It's something that goes on all the time, something in the world
[ 00: 23: 29] that we know is being destroyed now and something

[ 00: 23: 32] intheworld isbeing recreated now.

[ 00: 23: 35] Sonormally thisworks for long periods of time

[00: 23: 38] andwhen| say long | don't mean afew years.

[ 00: 23: 40] | mean afew million, million yearsif you like.

[00: 23: 43] But there comes a stage when, so the story goes,

[ 00: 23: 47] theworld just can't be maintained,

[ 00: 23: 49] it'scompletely beyond repair so it's got to be destroyed
[00: 23: 52] and another one created in its place.

[ 00: 23: 54] So Shivadoesthe destroying if you like

[ 00: 23: 56] and Brahma recreates another world out of that same material.
[ 00: 24: 06] >> Thetraditional way of representing the power

[00: 24: 09] of agod isto give him agoddess.

[ 00: 24: 13] She'scalled his Shakti, his comfort, his power house.
[00: 24: 17] Shecan be playful.
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[ 00: 24: 18] Shecan be tremendous.

[ 00: 24: 20] Shecan beterrifying like the great goddess Kali.

[ 00: 24: 24] Of all the people of people in Bhagwanpur,

[ 00: 24: 30] the onewho impressed me most was the one

[ 00: 24: 33] who had given up most.

[ 00: 24: 35] Heisasannyas which literally means one who renounces.
[ 00: 24: 39] And this man has renounced everything, his name,

[ 00: 24: 42] hispast, his possessions.

[ 00: 24: 45] Thevillagers call him Mahatma, great soul.

[ 00: 24: 49] Hisborrowed his hut, his bed, hislamp.

[ 00: 24: 52] Heownsachange of clothes, awater pot,

[ 00: 24: 56] and afew books though he saysthey aren't his either.

[ 00: 25: 09] >>Mahatmadi, what did you do for aliving before you withdrew
[00: 25: 12] from the world and became a sannyasi?

[00: 25: 16] >>1 waslivingto my guruin the Ashram.

[00: 25: 21] >> 1 wasthinking about life before that.

[ 00: 25: 25] >> Before that?

[ 00: 25: 32] Beforeliving this, | wasalaw practitioner in the court.
[00: 25:39] >>Um-hmm.

[00: 25: 40] >>Yes.

[ 00: 25: 41] >>Isit something that embarrasses you

[ 00: 25: 43] totalk about-- your past?

[00: 25: 47] >> Itisbetter if we don't want to know my past.

[ 00: 25: 54] >>Youwould me prefer me not to ask.

[ 00: 25: 56] >> Notto ask, yes.

[ 00: 25: 59] >>Why should aman leave society, leave his home?

[ 00: 26: 04] >>To be nearer to God with the object to have peace of mind.
[00: 26: 13] >> And theideahereisthat this peace and this nearness
[ 00: 26: 16] to God cannot be achieved while aman isin society?

[ 00: 26: 20] >> Yes, that kind of experience.

[ 00: 26: 24] >> Ex-lawyer, ex-socialist palitician, ex-freedom fighter,
[ 00: 26: 28] ex-man on the run from the British police

[00: 26: 31] and not writing his memoirs.

[ 00: 26: 45] >> Still celebrating the goddess Saraswati

[ 00: 26: 48] but thistime of the girls' school.

[00: 27: 15] >> It seemed to strike me as odd that performers

[00: 27: 17] atadgirl'sschool concert should all be men.

[00: 27: 49] >>What'sthat mark on that man's forehead mean?

[00: 27: 52] >>He'sadevotee of Vishnu.

[ 00: 28: 29] >>Thissong | discovered isin honor of the god Shiva.

[ 00: 28: 33] Sowhat you've got here is a devotee

[ 00: 28: 35] of onegod singing a song about ancther god at a festival
[ 00: 28: 39] inhonor of aschool goddess.

[ 00: 28: 41] These can't bejealous gods.

[ 00: 28: 52] >> If by the way you're getting the impression

[ 00: 28: 55] of awhole community moving amiably

[ 00: 28: 57] from one pious celebration to another,

[ 00: 29: 00] that'show in some waysit was for those few weeks.
[00: 29: 04] The bad timeswould come later, black days in the calendar,
[ 00: 29: 08] the astrologers warning, drought, the monsoon,

[00: 29: 12] floods, weeks of anxiety.

[00: 29: 19] Soon thislandscape will be scorched

[00: 29: 21] by thesunthenit will lie under perhaps 10 feet

[ 00: 29: 25] of flood water ruining the temple and most of the houses
[00: 29: 27] and destroying the roads.

[ 00: 29: 38] >> At the moment, everybody here has something to eat
[00: 29: 40] but the next village is rationed to eating three days a week.
[ 00: 29: 44] | asked the headmaster

[ 00: 29: 46] of thegirls school how he managed to be so cheerful.

[ 00: 29: 49] Heanswered we are disaster proof men.
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[00: 29: 53] All thesame.

[ 00: 29: 54] Any action they can think of to avert, control,

[00: 29: 58] and diffuse disaster, they take even the most ancient.

[ 00: 30: 09] >>Whilewe were there, 4 Brahmin priests spent a day
[00: 30: 12] from 8inthemorning 'il 4

[ 00: 30: 14] inthe afternoon chanting Sanskrit hymns

[00: 30: 17] and performing afireritual to ensure a good harvest.

[ 00: 30: 25] >> A local Sanskrit scholar told me

[00: 30: 27] that this unbroken chant had been going on somewhere in India
[ 00: 30: 30] for at least 3000 years and all we were doing was plugging
[ 00: 30: 34] intoanendlesssound and releasing it over the land.

[00: 31: 16] >>1wastold | should think of the fire as the mouth of God.
[00: 31: 19] It devoursthe offerings and turns them into smoke

[ 00: 31: 23] inthesameway our prayers are devoured and turned into power.
[00: 31: 39] >> Should | say sureit doesn't make any difference

[ 00: 31: 41] that very few people can understand the word

[ 00: 31: 43] of what'sgoing on?

[00: 31: 45] >> It'sthe sameasin the west

[00: 31: 47] when you need an electrical engineer,

[00: 31: 49] sophisticated equipment, well you get an electrical engineer
[00: 31: 53] fromwhatisavailable.

[ 00: 31: 55] Hecomesand doesthe job, we don't fiddle with it.

[ 00: 32: 00] And so the pundits they are scholars they knew what was

[ 00: 32: 05] happening and the village came and listened reverently

[ 00: 32: 08] and respectfully waiting for the results

[00: 32: 11] which they know will come.

[00: 32: 12] They may not but asfar as they are concerned,

[ 00: 32: 14] they believeit well.

[00: 32: 17] >> Arethere peopleinthevillage

[ 00: 32: 18] who think the whole day's business is a waste of time?
[00: 32: 21] >>OhI'm certain there are afew people,

[00: 32: 24] quite afew there may be, you know,

[ 00: 32: 25] because there are also skepticsin village and skepticismis
[ 00: 32: 29] aslong established vision in India as anything else.

[ 00: 32: 33] Sothere are skeptics

[ 00: 32: 34] who believethisisjust awaste of time, you know.

[ 00: 32: 36] We should go and do something about it rather

[ 00: 32: 38] than havethese high priests chanting scripture

[00: 32: 40] but I do think the majority of the village do believe

[ 00: 32: 44] that thisis something important and efficacious.

[ 00: 33: 45] >> These men are what're usualy called

[ 00: 33: 47] inthewest high caste Hindus, Brahmins.

[00: 33: 50] By that| don't mean rich or powerful.

[00: 33: 53] | mean high caste.

[ 00: 33: 55] If you think of aman born again and born again working his way
[ 00: 33: 59] upaspiral, good deed by good deed, good life by good life
[ 00: 34: 04] and going up through one caste after another, you could say
[ 00: 34: 08] that these men are supposed to be near the top.

[ 00: 34: 10] And the prayer they repeat every morning is special to them.
[ 00: 34: 25] >> Somewhere amorning hymn started.

[00: 34: 27] Wecouldn't locate it 'til we looked up.

[ 00: 34: 54] >>Theblossomsthat heis speaking are

[ 00: 34: 55] for thevillage temple which is dedicated to the god Shiva.
[00: 35: 09] >> It'srather difficult to recall how | used to feel

[ 00: 35: 10] asaboy but | think it was one of getting carried away

[ 00: 35: 14] on huge big waves of something or the other.

[00: 35: 18] You got there and here were crowds of priests

[ 00: 35: 20] and other people and suddenly at some precise second

[ 00: 35: 25] or minute | couldn't understand, things went bang.

[ 00: 35: 29] And then once the bang started it was such a huge big bang
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[ 00: 35: 34] that you got carried away with it.

[ 00: 35: 35] And things started happening all over you and your bones
[ 00: 35: 39] andyour marrow and everything.

[ 00: 35: 48] >>What isdown in that darkness?

[ 00: 35: 51] >> Thisstone, symbol of Shivaand Shakti.

[ 00: 35:56] >> That-- you wouldn't be wrong

[ 00: 35: 58] to see something remotely sexual in this?

[ 00: 36: 01] >> No, you wouldn't be.

[ 00: 36: 04] We have seen that Shivais supposed to be the destroyer god
[ 00: 36: 09] insomewaysand yet you see his representation happens to be
[ 00: 36: 14] intermsof the male and female sex organs.

[00: 36: 17] That'swhat it vaguely looks like and that's

[ 00: 36: 20] of coursethe sign of fertility.

[ 00: 36: 22] Soclearly the ideabeing suggested to you is,

[ 00: 36: 25] and | hopeyou grasp it, everyone does that destruction

[ 00: 36: 28] and creation aren't seen as utterly distinct things.

[ 00: 36: 32] Oneleadsinto the other so the--

[ 00: 36: 34] Shivathe destroyer is aso represented

[ 00: 36: 36] asasign of procreation.

[00: 37: 07] >>It'sodd to think that these pieces of masonry cold
[00: 37: 10] and meaninglessin awestern museum were once surrounded
[00: 37: 14] by noise and flowers and pairs and drumming.

[00: 37: 17] >> There's nothing in this faces to suggest here are men

[ 00: 37: 23] who know they are worshipping one of 330 million gods.
[00: 37:27] Asfar asyou can see, they're worshipping just one god.
[00: 37: 30] Butl started with the idea of avast number and it stuck.
[00: 37:36] >>I'mtill troubled about the 330 million gods of India
[00: 37: 39] And thetrouble isn't the number,

[00: 37: 43] 330 million, but the word gods.

[00: 37: 46] If you could call them Hindu saints,

[00: 37: 49] thenumberswould be less of aproblem and it wouldn't seem
[00: 37:51] tobetoobadalabel.

[00: 37: 53] Afteral Hindu gods

[ 00: 37: 56] like Catholic saints have their festivals and feast days.

[ 00: 38: 00] They are the objects and means of devotion.

[ 00: 38: 03] They are regarded as a pathway through to God and seen
[ 00: 38: 06] asreflecting God back on to the earth like amirror.

[ 00: 38: 11] Whereasthe Mahatma who lives on the outskirts of Bhagwanpur
[ 00: 38: 15] totry and help meto grasp what the gods wear.

[ 00: 38: 18] Thewords he used could easily have come

[ 00: 38: 21] from adevout Catholic talking about a Christian saint.

[ 00: 38: 25] Hedescribed therea god, Brahman, as the powerhouse

[ 00: 38: 31] andthe 330 million visible gods as light bulbs

[ 00: 38: 35] which wereworking off divine electricity.

[ 00: 38: 39] Of course, the comparisons between the gods

[ 00: 38: 42] and the saints do collapse very soon.

[ 00: 38: 45] For astart, you can't place many

[ 00: 38: 47] of the Hindu godsin recorded history.

[ 00: 38: 50] Most of them were born beforeiit.

[ 00: 38: 52] And thereisno Hindu equivalent of the papal office

[ 00: 38: 56] that examinesthe claims of new saints and decides

[ 00: 38: 59] which one should be admitted and which shan't.

[ 00: 39: 02] But just to dislodge the word gods

[ 00: 39: 05] for abit does lessen the feeling of being overwhelmed

[ 00: 39: 08] by amultitude, especially when you were brought up not
[00: 39: 12] tobelievethat there is more gods than one.

[00: 39: 20] Tell meif I'mwrong, but | gather

[ 00: 39: 21] that traditionaly,

[ 00: 39: 23] Hindu society splitsinto 4 main castes.

[ 00: 39: 26] They arethereligious leaders, that's the Brahmins,
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[ 00: 39: 30] themilitary leaders, the businessmen, and the castes

[ 00: 39: 34] that servesthe other three, the Shudra.

[00: 39: 36] Canyou say what caste these boys are?

[00: 39: 39] >>No.I'mafraid| can't.

[ 00: 39: 41] | just know them that they are boys and--

[00: 39: 43] >> So boys, young boys on aheap, | mean, they're just boys.
[00: 39: 46] >>Yes, yes, agree.

[00: 39: 47] >>What about the untouchable?

[ 00: 39: 50] >> The untouchables happen to be a subclass of the last of these,
[ 00: 39: 55] Shudras, since they were eventually seen

[ 00: 39: 58] asbeingdirty jobs, it tended to sort of, you know,

[00: 40: 01] keep them away from the others and thereby supposedly sent
[ 00: 40: 05] towhom Gandhi later called Harijans, men of god.

[ 00: 40: 09] >> But what about caste asit istoday?

[ 00: 40: 15] >> Castein astraightforward sense

[00: 40: 17] of theterm represents simply an institutionalization

[ 00: 40: 23] of thedivision of labor,

[ 00: 40: 25] different people do different things.

[ 00: 40: 29] So calling them by different caste namesis one way

[ 00: 40: 33] of identifying who does what.

[ 00: 40: 36] What's gone wrong-- what seems to be wrong today is

[ 00: 40: 42] that these caste functions have become hereditary.

[ 00: 40: 51] >> TheBrahmin tradition

[ 00: 40: 52] andit'sareligious tradition sees aman's life pegged

[ 00: 40: 56] outin4 distinct stages.

[ 00: 40: 58] Somewhere between the ages of 7 and 13,

[00: 41: 01] aboy from ahigh caste family is prepared for hisinitiation,
[ 00: 41: 05] hisritua birth and he makes his entry into the first

[ 00: 41: 09] of the4 stages of hislife.

[00: 41: 21] >>To mark this second birth, a sacred thread is slipped

[ 00: 41: 24] over hisleft shoulder and he's taught the prayer

[00: 41: 27] of thetwice born.

[00: 41: 38] >>When you went to your initiation, Shivesh,

[ 00: 41: 40] wereyou more impressed by the fun of it

[ 00: 41: 42] than by any religious significance?

[00: 41: 44] >>Inmost ways but | was quite aware that it was very,
[00: 41: 47] very important which | mustn't take lightly.

[ 00: 41: 50] >>lsn'taboy inthose circumstances also aware

[00: 41: 52] that everybody of all ages seem to be gathering

[ 00: 41: 55] to do something for him?

[00: 41: 56] >>For him, yes.

[ 00: 41: 57] >> Not very--

[00: 41: 58] >> Already, yes.

[00: 41: 59] Thisis- thisispart of theidea

[00: 42: 01] that the boys gradually seizing to be a boy

[ 00: 42: 05] and becoming aresponsible agent and the fact

[ 00: 42: 08] that al these people and all these things have been gathered
[00: 42: 11] just especidly for this occasion marking something

[00: 42: 13] about him meansthat he's beginning to see

[00: 42: 16] that he's something important from now on

[00: 42: 18] and hemust do certain things,

[00: 42: 19] behavein certain way than the others.

[ 00: 42: 46] >> Thesaid ceremony itself isjust a climax

[00: 42: 48] of sometimes months of preparation.

[00: 42: 51] Whenit'sall over, the twice born are cleaned up as

[ 00: 42: 54] if they were starting their lives all over again.

[ 00: 43: 06] >> If he'saBrahmin, the next step

[00: 43: 08] asitwasafew hundred years ago would be for the boy

[ 00: 43: 12] toleave home, join hisguru, histeacher in aforest retreat
[00: 43: 16] and learn the scriptures.
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[00: 43: 18] It'sdifferent these days.

[00: 43: 19] Only the symbols are left, wooden wheels for a chariot

[ 00: 43: 23] and umbrellaand finery to mark his new status in society.
[00: 43: 34] >> Stage 2 starts with marriage, probably an arranged marriage
[ 00: 43: 37] and setting up a house with awife you may scarcely know.
[00: 43: 41] Andinriding around Benares with my guide, Mr. Sharma,
[ 00: 43: 44] and hearing him say, "In Indiawe don't marry the girl welove.
[ 00: 43: 49] Welovethegirl we marry."

[ 00: 43: 55] >>Thisisyour brother Umesh, right?

[ 00: 43: 59] And he'sthe head of your household.

[00: 44: 01] >>Yes.

[00: 44: 02] >>What doesthat mean in practice?

[00: 44: 03] Doesthat give him great authority?

[ 00: 44: 05] >>Waell it meansthat, you know, he's the man

[ 00: 44: 09] who hasoverall responsibility for the reign

[00: 44:12] of thefamily together and al the things

[ 00: 44: 14] that he's supposed to do.

[00: 44: 17] All the mattersreferring to the family will be referred
[00: 44: 19] tohiminthefirst place.

[ 00: 44: 21] >> Your brother's main work isfarming?

[ 00: 44: 23] >> Doesthat involve--

[ 00: 44: 25] it appears he had to involve a good deal of moving about?
[00: 44: 28] >>Yes, it does.

[ 00: 44: 29] You know, he would put in some-- start off early in the morning,
[ 00: 44: 33] setoff to firm and in the previous evening he would have
[ 00: 44: 35] looked around what field, what farm needs attention,

[ 00: 44: 38] which needs supply and which needs weeding and so forth
[00: 44: 41] and hewould have talked to his men, you know, servants
[ 00: 44: 43] and othersin the evening.

[ 00: 44: 46] And early morning, he will go around and send them off

[ 00: 44: 48] tothefield doing their cup of jobs then sort of later

[ 00: 44: 52] onaround or just before, he will carry some food and water
[ 00: 44: 56] tothem which iswhere they have been working.

[ 00: 44: 58] Thisistheir sort of break if you like.

[ 00: 45: 01] >> Isthat part of their wages, the food?

[ 00: 45: 06] >> No, thisis quite separate from the wages they will get
[ 00: 45: 10] attheend of the day.

[00: 45: 11] >>Inmoney?

[00: 45: 12] >>No,ingrans.

[ 00: 45: 26] >>We'vetalked about class and caste alot

[ 00: 45: 28] yet from observation these workmen are certainly not

[ 00: 45; 31] servileto the people who employed them.

[ 00: 45: 33] >>1 shouldn't think so.

[ 00: 45: 36] They-- for al practical purposes,

[ 00: 45: 38] they have been absorbed into the-- to my larger family.

[ 00: 45: 43] >> Thisisyour mother?

[ 00: 45: 47] >> She has moved out of the household stage | gather.

[ 00: 45: 52] >>Yes, shehas.

[ 00: 45: 53] Shehas, if you like, entered into the third main stage.

[ 00: 45: 58] >>Whichis?

[ 00: 45: 59] >>Which you could call the stage of withdrawal.

[ 00: 46: 02] So she's sort of gradually moved more and more

[ 00: 46: 05] into the background devoting more and more of her time

[ 00: 46: 07] toreligiousand spiritual matters.

[ 00: 46: 10] >>How many hours aday does she spend doing that?

[ 00: 46: 14] >>Tomeit seemsvery many hours.

[00: 46: 17] Fartoo many but | didn't suppose she thinks sheis

[00: 46: 20] putting in enough.

[ 00: 46: 23] >> Thefourth stageisn't for everybody.

[ 00: 46: 25] It means renouncing name, possessions, and caste.
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[00: 46: 29] The Mahatma marked the break in hislife

[ 00: 46: 32] by disappearing somewhere or rather for 14 years.

[00: 46: 36] Hewas met again by chance and persuaded back to the village
[ 00: 46: 40] on the understanding that he isn't the man he was.

[ 00: 46: 44] >> Shivesh, there's no evidence from your behavior

[ 00: 46: 46] but | gather he'syour uncle?

[00: 46: 48] >>Yes, heismy uncle or shall we say being more faithful

[ 00: 46: 52] totheHindu tradition, he was my uncle.

[00: 46: 58] >>1 get animpression of very good relations

[ 00: 47: 00] between very young people and older people maybe pre-stage 1
[00: 47: 05] and the peoplein stage 3.

[00: 47: 07] Isitafact that this stage system does make

[00: 47: 10] for easier relations between the old and the young?
[00:47: 13] >> Absolutely.

[00: 47: 14] | think the close relations between the children

[00: 47: 18] ontheonehand and say people

[ 00: 47: 20] onthefirst stage should normally be their grandparents.
[00: 47: 24] It'sutterly close.

[00: 47:26] | didn't know what one of them--

[ 00: 47: 28] onegroup of them would do without other.

[00: 47: 31] >> Attheend of the Saraswati festival,

[00: 47: 36] theimages of the goddess from al the village schools were put
[00: 47: 39] inbuild up carts and paraded

[00: 47: 41] around the village before being flung into the village pond.
[00: 47: 44] >>Theideaisthat the goddess was commissioned

[00: 47: 49] for aparticular job to occupy that thing of clay

[ 00: 47: 55] when she has done her job the concluding ceremony makes
[00: 47: 58] that quiteclear.

[00: 47: 59] Your jobisaccomplished, now well take the life back

[ 00: 48: 02] out of thisimage and you'll be the goddess that you were.

[ 00: 48: 05] Go wherever you are, wherever your natural homeis

[ 00: 48: 07] which she probably does and then whatever is | eft

[00: 48: 11] overisjust the ordinary clay.

[ 00: 48: 14] Socorpseif you like.

[ 00: 48: 15] >> A corpse?

[ 00: 48: 16] >> It becomes a corpse.

[ 00: 49: 08] >>That may be acorpse and this may be athing or possession
[00:49: 12] but nobody can say it's gloomy.

[ 00: 49: 14] Isitareligiousthing you're watching

[00:49:17] orisitagresat triangle?

[ 00: 49: 19] >>What you are doing both of thisentire--

[ 00: 49: 22] someone from your sort of tradition would tend

[ 00: 49: 25] tothink well it can't be religious.

[ 00: 49: 26] But then why should religion be something so utterly grim?
[00: 49: 31] Funand religion don't seem to exclude each other

[ 00: 49: 33] and that's the way you seem to--

[ 00: 50: 27] >> Maybe I'm being over tidy but I've been trying to work

[ 00: 50: 30] outif there'sone single thing

[ 00: 50: 32] onwhich all devout Hindus might unite.

[ 00: 50: 36] They didn't seem to share a creed.

[ 00: 50: 39] Thebeliefsof adevout intellectual would scarcely be

[ 00: 50: 42] recognized by a devout peasant.

[ 00: 50: 45] Maybe that what unitesthem isto be found inritual or action
[ 00: 50: 52] orthedaily routine

[ 00: 50: 53] but certainly all the devout Hindus | visited had a

[ 00: 50: 57] household shrine.

[ 00: 50: 58] They had aritua bathe.

[00: 51: 00] They went to the temples.

[ 00: 51: 02] But then you come across the Sannyas figure,

[ 00: 51: 05] the man who breakstheties.
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[ 00: 51: 08] There, the pattern does break down.

[00: 51: 10] Hehasno shrine.

[00: 51: 11] Hevisitsno temple.

[00: 51: 13] Heisbeyond the gods.

[00: 51: 16] | asked the Mahatmaif he could tell me why it was necessary
[00: 51: 19] towithdraw from socid life and his answer was that he had
[00: 51: 23] toinorder to get nearer to God.

[00: 51: 27] And perhapsthat iswhere all devout Hindus converge,

[ 00: 51: 31] intheir will to come closer to god

[00: 51: 34] by whatever means best suits them, worship

[00: 51: 37] and devotion for the ordinary man, knowledge and the mind
[00: 51: 41] for those who have the gift for it, no way excluded,

[ 00: 51: 44] noway preferred, so long

[ 00: 51: 46] asthe destination gets nearer overtime.

[00: 52: 46] >>Themateria of thisvideo cassette is protected

[ 00: 52: 48] by copyright.

[ 00: 52: 50] Itisfor private use only and other use including copying,

[ 00: 52: 54] reproducing, or performancein public in whole

[00: 52: 57] orinpartisprohibited by law.
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